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SUBJECT: BROSIO'S THOUGHTS ON US-EUROPEAN RELATIONS 

1. DURING MARCH 13 LUNCHEON CONVERSATION AT DCM'S RESIDENCE, 

ITALIAN SENIOR STATESMAN MANLIO BROSIO EXPRESSED A FAIR MEASURE 
OF CONCERN OVER THE STATE OF US-EUROPEAN RELATIONS. ACKNOW- 
LEDGING THAT HE WAS SOMEWHAT OUT OF TOUCH WITH DAY-TO-DAY EVENTS, 
BROSIO NEVERTHELESS SAID HE WAS NOT PARTICULARLY HAPPY WITH 
EUROPEAN REACTIONS TO U.S. INITIATIVES DURING THE PAST YEAR. 

HE SAID THE EUROPEAN STANCE ON VARIOUS INITIATIVES OF THE 
SECRETARY - AND INDEED ON A WIDE RANGE OF ALLIANCE PROBLEMS 
- REFLECTED A PREMATURE EUROPEAN QUOTE NATIONALISM UNQUOTE. 
BROSIO STRESSED THAT EUROPEAN PREOCCUPATION WITH THE GOAL OF 
UNITY SHOULD NOT BE AT THE EXPENSE OF THE CURRENT ATLANTIC 
PARTNERSHIP. NATO, HE SAID, EXISTS; A UNITED EUROPE DOES 
NOT. BROSIO ADDED THAT IT WAS MORE IMPORTANT FOR EUROPE 
THAN THE U.S. THAT NATO CONTINUE TO BE THE CENTRAL FRAMEWORK 
OF OUR RELATIONSHIP. HE APPLIED THIS GENERAL PRINCIPLE TO THE 
PROPOSAL THAT THE WEU BE REVITALIZED AND CONVERTED INTO THE 
PRINCIPAL FORMS OF EUROPEAN DEFENSE DISCUSSIONS. OBSERVING 
THAT THERE WAS NOTHING INTRINSICALLY BAD ABOUT THE WEU'S 
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QUESTION WAS ONE OF TIMING AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY, NOW IT 
WOULD BE MESHED WITHIN THE NORTH ATLANTIC ALLIANCE. 

2. ADDRESSING THE QUESTION OF EUROPEAN MOTIVES, BROSIO 
JUDGED THAT THE DETERMINING NEW ELEMENT WAS THAT OF PRIDE. 
EXPLAINING, HE REMARKED THAT 25 YEARS AGO EUROPE HAD NO 
PRIDE AND WAS WILLING TO FOLLOW U.S. LEADERSHIP WITHOUT 
EQUIVOCATION. NOW, GIVEN THE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PROGRESS 
THAT HAS BEEN MADE, PROBLEMS HAVE ARISEN AS A RESULT OF AN 
ILL-CONSIDERED, SELF-PERCEIVED NEED TO ASSERT A EUROPEAN 
IDENTITY GROUNDED IN A NEW AREA OF SELF-RESPECT. 

3. ON THE MATTER OF CONSULTATIONS, BROSIO, OBVIOUSLY REFLECTING 
HIS YEARS AS NATO'S SECRETARY GENERAL, SAID NO NEW MECHANISMS 
WERE NEEDED. THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL IS EREMINENTLY 
SUITED FOR CONSULTATIONS ON ANY SUBJECT. THE IMPORTANT POINT 

IS THAT THE POLITICAL WILL TO ENGAGE IN CONSULTATIONS MUST BE 
PRESENT. ON THIS SCORE, BROSIO WAS CRITICAL OF BOTH THE U.S. 

AND EUROPEANS, BUT ESPECIALLY THE LATTER. HE WAS PARTICULARLY 
CAUSTIC ABOUT THE RECENT DECISIONS OF THE NINE RE THE QUESTION 
OF RELATIONS WITH THE ARABS. 

4. THE SUM, BROSIO REMAINS THE TOTALLY DEDICATED ATLANTICIST 
WHO LOOKS FORWARD TO THE DAY OF A UNITED EUROPE BUT WHO IS 
TOO MUCH THE REALIST TO BELIEVE THIS IS AROUND THE CORNER. AND, 
REGARDLESS OF WHEN IT COMES, IT SHOULD NEVER BE AT THE EXPENSE 
OF US-EUROPEAN RELATIONS. VOLPE 
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